Rockbank North is a 786 ha parcel of land to the west of Melbourne. Working for both the Office of Living
Victoria and the Developer, Alluvium was commissioned to investigate options to deliver smarter and more
efficient water systems in a greenfield development. The scope of the project was to investigate how the Joint
Venture could go ‘beyond best practice’.
This Office of Living Victoria sponsored project aims to investigate options to deliver smarter and more
efficient water systems in a greenfield development, with the support of public authorities, to achieve
better social, environmental and economic outcomes for all parties.
For this study, the term beyond best practice refers to standards or objectives related to going beyond the %
reduction targets for stormwater pollutant load reductions, and going beyond the potable reduction targets. In
addition the project aimed to achieve a 50% reduction from the 1990s average potable consumption of 270
litres per person per day. The project scope extended to increased use of recycled water, improved amenity,
protection groundwater dependent ecosystems, geomorphic (i.e. physical form) and ecological values of
waterways and reduction in microclimate issues associated with the urban built form.
Specifically, the driver for the project was to explore how to achieve more benefit for the same or less financial
investment. All options and outcomes were assessed from both an economic perspective and through the lens
of what is commercially viable

Figure 1. Overview of scenario’s and assessment outcomes

As presented above, we modelled a number of IWM options including wetlands, street scale WSUD
interventions, infiltration systems, precinct scale stormwater harvesting and lot scale rainwater tanks, testing
their performance against a range of innovative objectives to provide evidence in support of a showcase IWM
development in the west.
The options were assessed against criteria objectives including potable water consumption, nutrient removal,
pre and post development flow regimes including containment of low rainfall events, compliance with
Growling Grass Frog habitat requirements and the maintenance of green and watered open space.
The project used stakeholder workshops to understand the integrated water management drivers, objectives
and outcomes across different stakeholders. The objectives were categorised into tangible and intangible
outcomes and a set of metrics established to evaluate the options.
This project was the first time metrics from both a commercial and economic assessment have been
developed to compare and which explicitly highlight the distribution of benefits and costs to various
stakeholders

Figure 2 Distribution analysis

The project summarised the outcomes from a whole of water cycle and liveability investigation and presented
the results on the range of infrastructure, regulatory hurdles, and costs and benefits in going beyond the
current minimum standards.

